
We are

2017-2018 
CELEBRATION  
OF GIVING





We are
Innovators

From its founding in 1970, Benchmark has revolutionized 
education for bright students who learn differently, continually 
evolving to stay at the forefront of educational practices. Our 
gifted faculty work flexibly within a basic framework that 
addresses students’ social and emotional development as well as 
their intellectual growth while establishing global competence.  

“ At Benchmark, we endeavor to strike the 
optimal balance between a student-directed, 
inquiry-based education and timely modeling, 
scaffolding, and explicit instruction so that 
students can take control of their own learning. 
Our individualized approach—designed 
to meet each student’s particular learning 
profile—is grounded in the latest educational 
and neuroscience research.

“

— Robert W. Gaskins, Ph.D.	
    Head of School



WHO WE ARE

OUR MISSION 
Benchmark School is committed to helping bright students who learn differently, or have yet to reach their academic potential, 
develop the confidence, strategies, and knowledge to become lifelong learners, thinkers, and problem-solvers. 

OUR PHILOSOPHY
We believe that each child is a unique individual whose potential has yet to be realized. To help students develop their 
potential, we endeavor to provide an inclusive and supportive environment that is grounded in an appreciation of who each 
student is as a learner and individual. Since every child is unique and constantly developing, we tailor our instruction to 
students’ current strengths, challenges, and overall profile as we develop their confidence and competence. From the day 
students begin at Benchmark School, we help them grow as learners by scaffolding their instruction—providing as much 
support as is needed but no more than is necessary as they move toward independence.

OUR VISION
Benchmark School is dedicated to making a profound difference in the lives of bright students who learn differently or have 
yet to unlock their full academic potential. For nearly half a century, Benchmark has been a recognized leader in innovative 
education. Setting a course for the future, the school will continue to create dynamic instructional practices and establish 
new educational standards. Benchmark’s pioneering educational model is a proven approach that transforms students’ lives 
by empowering them with the essential strategies, self-knowledge, and confidence not only to succeed but also excel in a 
complex and ever-changing world.
 

Benchmark School is accredited by the Pennsylvania Association of Independent Schools, which is a member in good standing of the National Association of Independent Schools’ 
Commission on Accreditation. Benchmark School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion, gender and sexuality diversity, age, or against 
qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability, in its admissions and financial program, in the administration of its educational program, or in its employment policies. 
Benchmark School is a tax-exempt organization as provided by IRS regulations and is registered as a charitable organization within the State of Pennsylvania. The official registration 
and financial information for Benchmark School may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration 
does not imply endorsement.



MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEAD OF SCHOOL

2017-2018
BENCHMARK  
FUND
COMMITTEE

“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by 
the compassionate actions of its members.”  [Coretta Scott King]

This piece of wisdom from the esteemed widow of Dr. Martin Luther King is true 
throughout the world and certainly reflects the exceptional quality of our dynamic 
community here at Benchmark School.

As you turn the pages before you, you will see the names of our community members 
who have compassionately given of their financial resources in support of our school’s 
mission. You will see photos of school events made possible through the compassionate 
donation of time by volunteers. And most importantly, you will be reminded of the 
compassionate actions of our students and staff as they work diligently to provide a 
welcoming and supportive environment for our students and families.

Thank you for your integral and valued role in the Benchmark community. By joining 
together to help our bright students who learn differently, you and all of the members of 
our community move from a group of individuals to a collective “we,” deeply committed 
to transforming children’s futures and empowering their success. Together, we are 
innovators, leaders, and partners blazing a trail to the future for our students and school.

Together, we are Benchmark. 

Sincerely,

 
Robert W. Gaskins, Ph.D.
Head of School

Chair
Kristin Becket

Benchmark Fund Captains
Jen Baggini
Anne Buczkowski
Angela Dunn
Tara Logan
Marcia Niznan
Pete Seelaus
Gina Szathmary
Christina Whitehouse

Head of School
Robert W. Gaskins, Ph.D.

Director of Development
Louisa Hanshew

Associate Director of  
Annual Giving
Kim Graham



MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD

Of all of my duties as chair of Benchmark’s Board of Trustees, this one is my favorite: 
expressing my sincere gratitude to our incredible community of donors and volunteers 
for another terrific year. 

It is a humbling—but thrilling—experience to lead an organization like Benchmark. 
When I see the collective results of the donation of time and talent by hundreds of 
individuals in pursuit of our shared goal of providing our bright students who learn 
differently with the tools needed for their success, I am in awe of what we can do.

Your support makes a difference in the lives of so many. It also motivates the Board to 
do its best work to advance the mission of the school. To all of you—trustees, students, 
families, alumni, faculty and staff, and friends of all kinds—thank you for making 
Benchmark the phenomenal school that it is!

Sincerely,

 
Beth Goodhart
Chair, Board of Trustees
Parent of Henry ’10

BENCHMARK  
BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES

Beth Goodhart, Chair
Mark Thorburn, Vice Chair
Adam W. Watson, Treasurer
Roberta West, Secretary
Charles Bramley
Wendi Chase
W. Gregory Coleman
Nicholas Kemp
Howard R. Marcus, Ph.D.
Jami Wintz McKeon
Leroy Nunery II, Ed.D.
Benjamin B. Rogers ’95
Charles E. Ryan
James Viner
Irene W. Gaskins-Collins, Ed.D.
   Head of School, Emerita
   Trustee Emerita

Robert W. Gaskins, Ph.D.
   Head of School

PHOTO:

From L-R: Charles E. Ryan, Nicholas 
Kemp, Charles Bramley, Adam W. 
Watson, Robert W. Gaskins, Beth 
Goodhart, Benjamin B. Rogers ’95, 
Mark Thorburn, W. Gregory Coleman, 
James Viner, and Wendi Chase
 
Not pictured: Irene W. Gaskins-Collins, 
Howard R. Marcus, Jami Wintz McKeon, 
Leroy Nunery II, and Roberta West



SUMMARY OF GIVING
(July 1, 2017—June 30, 2018)

MATTERS!

As of June 30, 2018, gifts and pledges to the new, 
state-of-the-art Benchmark School Innovation 
Lab (pictured below) passed the halfway mark of 
the project’s $2 million fundraising goal. 

Opening in fall 2018, the Innovation Lab continues 
Benchmark’s legacy as a leader in innovative 
education for bright students who learn differently. 
Designed by world-renowned architects and 
Benchmark alumni, Bill & Chris Sharples ’77, the 
lab includes digital and physical tools that allow 
students to explore, design, and create while 
developing skills related to critical thinking, 
creativity, communication, and leadership.

For students who learn best when they can see, 
feel, and touch an idea, the opportunity for hands-
on exploration can be life changing. The Innovation 
Lab will promote inspiration, foster creativity, 
support collaborative approaches, and enable 
problem solving through trial, failure, and success.

It is not too late to be a part of the visionary 
group of donors who are bringing this lab to 
Benchmark. For more information on how 
you can support innovation, contact Louisa 
Hanshew at 610-565-3741 or LouisaHanshew@
BenchmarkSchool.org.

 

THE BENCHMARK FUND

The Benchmark Fund—or annual fund—bridges the gap between 
tuition and the cost of running the school. These funds can be used 
for everything from outside-the-classroom learning opportunities 
to professional development to facilities operations to scholarship 
support. In short, gifts to The Benchmark Fund benefit every 
student, every day. 

In today’s competitive environment for charitable dollars, evidence 
of a strong annual fund is often noted by prospective donors 
and outside funding sources as affirmation that the organization 
is worthy of an investment. Gifts of all sizes are important, not 
only because they benefit our students but they also send a clear 
message that our school has a strong and active community that 
believes in Benchmark’s mission.

Without our community’s generous gifts to The Benchmark Fund 
each year, our students would not be able to receive the complete 
Benchmark experience that transforms futures and empowers 
success. Donors to the 2017-18 Benchmark Fund contributed a total 
of $302,450 between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Thank you!

NAMED FUNDS & RESTRICTED GIFTS 

In addition to The Benchmark Fund, a number of donors choose 
to support specific funds within Benchmark’s overall budget, 
contributing a total of $1,129,942 to named funds and restricted gifts. 

The commitment of these dedicated and passionate donors to 
Benchmark’s mission is critically important to the success of the 
school. We are honored to have their support.

Middle School Innovation Lab



Photo by Jana Bannan Photography



“ Benchmark has cultivated a rich capacity 
for learning in both of our boys. We 
believe Benchmark has played an 
instrumental role in developing their 
confidence and self-awareness, which 
should enable them to succeed wherever 
their individual journeys take them.

“

— Christina Morin-Graham
    Parent of Grey & Gunnar

We are
Leaders
The 107 Leadership Donors to Benchmark School pave the way 
in extending the school’s mission to the Greater Philadelphia area 
and beyond. Their gifts provide scholarships, enable professional 
development and collaboration, fund outside-of-the-classroom 
learning opportunities, and create cutting-edge learning 
environments. Our appreciation of their generosity, support, and 
leadership cannot be understated. 



1970 SOCIETY OF LEADERSHIP DONORS
The members of our community listed here represent Benchmark’s 1970 Society—a group of dedicated leaders in philanthropic 
giving. The investment of this group in Benchmark’s mission is imperative not only to the financial well-being of the school, but 
also to achieving our goal of keeping Benchmark at the forefront of academic excellence for the benefit of our bright students who 
learn differently. All of the donors listed here have given a leadership level gift or pledge of $1,000 or more to Benchmark between 
July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018, and represent many segments of the Benchmark community: parents, grandparents, alumni and 
alumni families, corporations, foundations, faculty, staff, and friends. We are deeply appreciative of their gifts and leadership.

The Founders
$25,000+ 

Scott & Sandy Adzick 
Alumni Parents

Benchmark Parents Association

The Boudinot Foundation/Carol A. Atterbury*
*Alumni Parent

Charlie & Wendi* Chase
Alumni Parents & *Trustee

Stephen C. Graham Family
Current Parents

Caren Lambert
Alumni Parent

Mondrian Investment Partners (US)
Matching the gifts of Michael Semerjian  
     & Patti Karolyi, Current Parents 
     
Michael & Kelly Perillo
Current Parents

Michael & Nancy Pia
Friends

Nicholas Romeo ’04
Alumnus 

Charles Ryan
Alumni Parent
 
Michael Semerjian & Patti Karolyi
Current Parents

Bill ’77 & Chris ’77 Sharples
Alumni 

Estate of Dorothy Stevens
Alumni Parent

Alfred P. West, Jr. & Loralee West
Alumni Parents

The Scholars
$15,000+ 

The Coltman Family Foundation
Alumni Family

Bob & Kathy Elias
Alumni Parents

Gene & Lenore Handwerk
Current Grandparents

Jim* & Kendra Viner
Current Parents & *Trustee

The Visionaries
$10,000+
The Curran Foundation
Made possible by Phillip & Evie Dutton,  
     Alumni Parents

Patricia Ralph Fowler & Gordon Fowler
Alumni Parents
 
Pete & Beth* Goodhart
Alumni Parents & *Trustee Chair

Ann L. Jones
Current & Alumni Grandparent

Nicholas* & Dawn Kemp
Alumni Parents & *Trustee

Ms. Jami W. McKeon* & Mr. John F. Hollway
Alumni Parents & *Trustee

Sheri & Ken Resnik
Alumni Parents

Michael Veloric & Cindy Haveson Veloric
Alumni Parents

The Pioneers
$7,500+
Anonymous 

The Innovators
$5,000+
The Connelly Foundation

Mrs. Eleanor Davis
Friend

Irene W. Gaskins-Collins
Head of School Emerita & Trustee Emerita

Ed & Ellen Hanway
Alumni Parents & Current Grandparents

The Larsen Foundation
Current & Alumni Family



Bob & Nancy Mitchell
Current Parents

Joseph & Sharyn Pozzuolo
Alumni Parents

Sally H. Sharples
Alumni Parent

Effie & Peppi Wister
Current Parent & Grandparent

The Trailblazers
$2,500+
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Barnes
Alumni Parents

The Solomon & Sylvia Bronstein Foundation
Made possible by the Broker Family,  
     Alumni Family

Greg* & Marcia Coleman and  
     The Coleman Family Charitable Fund
*Former Staff & Trustee

Mrs. Susan T. Deakins
Alumni Parent

Exelon Generation

Mark & Marissa Fiss
Current Parents

Richard & Celeste Ill
Alumni Grandparents

Chris Lilley
Friend

Dr.* & Mrs. Howard R. Marcus
*Trustee & Former Staff

Drs. Gary J. Marks & Sharon K. Sweinberg
Alumni Parents

Mary Daly MacFarland Foundation (in  
     memory of Mary Daly MacFarland & of  
     her daughter, Elizabeth A. Wilson)
Made possible by the Ellison and Wilson  
     Families, Current Families

Mark & Kate McAllister
Current Parents

Jennifer & Samir Mehta
Current Parents

Brian Newmark & Emily Schwarz Newmark
Alumni Parents

Northwestern Mutual Foundation  
     Matching Gifts Program
Matching the gifts of the Kemp Family

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Patterson
Alumni Parents

James & Nancy Schwartzman
Alumni Grandparents

Anonymous

The Mentors
$1,000+
BBD, LLP/Adam Watson*
*Trustee

The Becket Family Foundation
Current Parents

Dan ’93 & Ashly Berger
*Alumnus

The Blum Family
Current Family

Leslie Rogers Blum
Current Grandparent

Michelle Bogosian & Greg LeMar
Current Parents

Mr. Pierce Buller & Dr. Amber West Buller* ’84
Alumna

Comcast

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Dunn
Current Parents

Jane du Pont & Barron U. Kidd Family Fund  
     of The Dallas Foundation
Current & Alumni Grandparents

Barbara & David Erskine
Alumni Parents

Carole M. Filtz
Alumni Parent

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Fowler, Sr. &  
     The Fowler Family Fund
Alumni Grandparents

Robb* & Jennifer** Gaskins
*Head of School & **Staff

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice D. Glavin
Alumni Parents

William & Lynn* Gonzalez
Alumni Parents & *Staff

Pamela Hamilton
Alumni Parent

Mr. & Mrs. S.M.V. Hamilton, Jr.
Alumni Parents

Louisa Hanshew
Staff

Stephen & Lily Higgins
Alumni Parents

Bob Himmelreich
Current Parent

Janet S. Holcome
Alumni Parent

Osagie & Losenge Imasogie
Alumni Parents

Charlotte Ireland
Current Parent

Baltazar Juarez & Elana Honig
Current Parents

Henry L. Kimelman Family Foundation
Alumni Family

Sally* & Rob Laird
*Staff

Mark & Sue Lankford*, Lankford Automotive  
     Company, & Lankford Acquisition Company
*Current Grandparents

Robert & Sandra Lichtenstein
Alumni Parents

The Robert A. Micheletti Family 
Alumni Family

Sandy & John Nesbitt
Current Grandparents

Cynthia (Berger) Nissen* ’96 & Kevin Nissen
*Alumna

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Noble
Current Parents

Mike Parker & Daphne Hawkins Parker
Current Parents

Suzanne B. Perot
Former Staff & Alumni Aunt

Amy* & Jim Petersen
Alumni Parents & *Former Trustee

Barbara* & Jim Rogers
Alumni Parents & *Former Staff

Mr*. & Mrs. Benjamin Rogers ’95
*Alumnus & Trustee

Jim & Ginny Russell
Friends

Gregory Seamon^ & Roberta West*
Alumni Parents & *Trustee

Peter & Kai Seelaus
Current & Alumni Parents

Ken & Tracy Spivack
Current Parents

Drs. Susan Stehman & Ilana Reisner
Alumni Parents

The Sullivan Family
Alumni Family

The Sunflower Foundation
Made possible by Ken & Christena Waldman,  
     Current Parents

Steve & Gina Szathmary
Current Parents

Nuriye Uygur & Joshua Petersohn
Alumni Parents

Elizabeth & Chad Vandiver
Current Parents

Mr.* & Mrs. Geoffrey B. Veale ’86
Current Parents & *Alumnus

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Whitehead
Current Grandparents

Bruce & Mary Wilson
Current Grandparents

Anonymous
 
 
 

^deceased



Photo by Larry Kesterson



We are
Partners

Gifts to Benchmark come from parents, grandparents, 
alumni and alumni families, faculty, staff, and friends  
who have seen the impact of a Benchmark education. Their 
gifts benefit every student every day and we are most 
grateful for their generous support.   

“ I support Benchmark because their approach 
is proven. I support Benchmark because 
faculty members work with experts to better 
understand how students with a variety of 
learning styles become excited about learning, 
develop strategies for their own success, and 
gain confidence in their abilities. I support 
Benchmark because our son was expected to 
work to his potential and given the tools he 
needed to thrive.

“

— Sarah Willie-LeBreton
    Parent of Jeremy



Benefactors
$500+

Chris & Jen Baggini
Al & Marilyn Blatter
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac H. Clothier IV
Kevin & Linda Czachor
Sandy Griffin
Karen K. & Thomas B. Helm
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Iobst
Tom & Sallie Jackal
Dr. & Mrs. Rahul Kapoor
Dr. & Mrs. Stewart McCallum
Nasdaq Employee Giving
Leroy D. Nunery II, Ed.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Olson
Lauren W. Pederson
Anita & Joseph Pew
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas H. Pyle
The Anthony M. & Ann C. Ricci  
     Memorial Fund
David Sullivan ’00
Vanguard Matching Gift Program
Coleman & Fallon Walsh   
David Williams

Sponsors
$250+

Mary & Joel Adams
Susan Arabia
Dr. & Mrs. B. Gerard Bricks
Mario Carsello
Anthony P. Checchia
Sara & Ed Connolly
Connor Associates Strategic Services, LLC
Dianne & Don Cooney
The Cosgrove Family
Michael & Betsy Dubin
Amy Eads
James Episcopo
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Gelinas
Genentech, Inc.
Eleanor Gensemer
The Gerrity Agency, Inc.
Lisa & John Guillaume
Martha Hill
Joseph & Karen Hofmann
Tom Hurster
Ellet Kidd Jones
David & Virginia Laird

Linda M. Lattif
Mrs. William Lenker
Anthony & Maria A. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McClung ’81
Paul & Janet McGovern
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew N. McKenzie
Brooke & Patty McMullin
Erin Murphy ’06
Melissa Murphy ’03
Michael & Janine Pawlowsky
PNC Foundation Matching Gift Program
Susan Ravenscroft
Kimberly & William Rhodes
Kim Riley
Peter & Elizabeth Schofield
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schreiber
Sara Wilson Searing ’94
David & Kathryn Shields
Andy & Terri Strine
Geoffrey Thomas
David J. Thorpe, Sr.
Andy & Robin Watson

Patrons
$100+

Carol & Doug Allan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Auchincloss, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. P. Davis Ayres III
The Barrera Gutierrez Family
Dolly & Bill Baumann
Kate & Jeff Bell
Charles & Betsy Bemis
Dorrance Hamilton Benson ’94
Steve & Ilene Berger
Jack Billet
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis S. Black III
Adam C. Bonin
Colby Madden Bosch
The Bouvel Family
Rick & Jeana Bradt
Josh Bricks ’88
John C. Brogan
Kathleen & Tom Bruder
James & Susan Carr
Stephen T. Chase ’06
Countryside Consulting, Inc.
Megan Craven
Astrid Davis
Heidi Davis 
Stephanie Davis
Ernest & Jane Dellheim

Robert & Roseanne DeLucca
John & Lisa Dombroski
The Durkan Family
Carol G. Dyer
Richard & Nancy Eales
Michael & Susan Effgen
Caroline Ellison
Maura C. Fallon ’15
Tom & Joan Fiss
Dorothy A. Flynn
Mary R. Foster
Jan & Don Frisch
Dave Gaunt ’98
William & Wendy Gaunt
Ms. Joan S. Gocke
Jonathan Golding & Roni Giberson
Google, Inc.
Donald Gosnay
Kim Graham
Mike & Linda Graham
The Gross Family
Michael & Tina Grossman
Crawford Hamilton ’01
Miles Hamilton ’07
Samuel M.V. Hamilton III ’98
Jane M. Hastings
Thomas C. Hettinger
Sara Hill
Julie & Alan Hochman
Barbara & Dennis Hoffman
Vince & Kate Horn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hottenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Huber
Ruth Kelemen
Rob & Mary Beth Kowalski
Al & Barbara Kurtz
Kenneth & Kari Kurtz
Leslie T. Lavino
Dr. Adam Lemisch
Ms. Joanne H. Levy
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
Tara & John Logan
Connie Lotz
John & Sue Louchheim
Lisa MacLaren
Sandy Madison
Len & Gail Magargee
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Maloney ’04
The Hon. Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson
Colin Campbell McAdoo ’98
Elsie & Sandy McAdoo
Barry McAndrews

The donors listed here have partnered with Benchmark School, financially supporting the school’s mission of helping bright 
students who learn differently develop the confidence, strategies, and knowledge to become lifelong learners, thinkers, and 
problem-solvers. Each donor made a gift or pledge to the school between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Their gifts not only 
made Benchmark a stronger school, but they also represent a commitment to excellence for our current students and students 
to come. We deeply appreciate their support.

DONORS



The McCarren Family
Marjorie Y. Mitchell
Margaret C. Naugle
Neal & Marcia Niznan
Colleen O’Hara
Ruth Payne
Scott & Natissa Pfautz
The Polizzi Family
Beverly Prince
Melinda Rahm
The Renz Family
Jonathan Rhoads
Anne Rice-Burgess
Hugh & Elizabeth Robison
Larry & Judy Rubin
Mike & Julie Samuels
Ron & Debbie Schnelle
Morris & Irene Schnyder
Michel & Dean Schwartz
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Schwartzman
Phyllis & Sheldon Seligsohn
Judy Sennett
David & Donna Shooster
Kent Silvers, Jr. & Anne Buczkowski
Charles R. Smith, Jr. & Regina M. Smith
Marianne Smith
The Spagnuolo Ballen Family
Mrs. Margaret W. Staats
Craig W. Stevens
Lora A. Swatko
Sharon V. Townley
David Trevaskis
Virginia & Charles Tuttle
Timothy & Laurie Veacock
Mr. & Mrs. William Waldman
Wells Fargo Foundation Educational  
     Matching Gifts Program
F. John White
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Whitehead
Christina R. Whitehouse
Bill Williams
Carol Ann Wolfington
Joanne Murphy Wrenn, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Ziegler
Anonymous (2)

Friends
Up to $99

AAA Wilmington
Allison Acevedo
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
Harris & Mary Lee Bass
Ms. Rebecca Ann Bemis
Richard R. Bocchini
Sandra Casimir
Maggie Churchville
Coca-Cola Give
Dawn Connors
Corning Incorporated Foundation
Jane Roe Cosinuke
Barbara Costa
Sherry & Joe Cress

Christopher B. Crowley ’94
Joan M. Davidson
Kathy Dinella
J. William Draper
Kay A. Draper
Patricia Duffy
John & Merril Dutton
Anna M. Everetts
Dave & Betty Fish
Francesca & Noah Gans-Pfister
Giving Assistant
Karen Graff
Nettie & Sterling Green
Jennifer Grifo
Terry Grosso
Mary Kate Grubbs ’12
Mr. & Mrs. John Hampton
The Handwerk Family
Helene & Jeffrey Herman
Ms. Holly C. Hill
Amy & Dirk Hinterleiter
Morton & Susan Howard
Annemarie B. Jay, Ph.D.
Hedy Karbiner
The Keenan Family
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Keith
James & Barbara Klenk
Leslie Komarnicki
Leslie Stein Komisarof
Dolores Kowalski
Helen Lawrence
Jonathan LeBreton &  
     Sarah Willie-LeBreton
Judith & Philip Lins
Katherine Lins ’06
Kathleen Logan
J. Dirk & Marian B. Lorenz
Casita Lynn ’89
Michael Maloney
Liz & Ken Martin
Naketa McCray
Brysen W. McMullin ’12
Mary Lew & Robert Orsatti
Laura Ouladdaoud
Catherine Reilly
Carolyn Robbins
Rebecca (Schindler) Rosenstock
Mr. & Mrs. John Russell ’83
Sanford & Tobey Schreiber
Cordelia M. Seeley
Ben Seligsohn ’09
Mrs. Virginia Sharpless
The Smith Family
Alex Templeton
John & Donna Vassallo
Teresa & Fred Watton
 

Every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of this report. If there are errors  
or omissions, please accept our apology  
and inform Louisa Hanshew, Director of 
Development, at 610-565-3741.

1: Students raised $10,132.54 during Benchmark’s 
4th Annual Mini-THON® on April 13. More than 80% 
of Benchmark students participated in this optional 
after-school activity, modeled after the Penn State 
Dance Marathon to raise money for Four Diamonds 
and conquer childhood cancer.  •  2: The Benchmark 
JV and Varsity soccer teams take the pitch each fall, 
much to the delight of Cougar fans everywhere.  •   
3: Students joined with alumni, parents, staff, 
trustees, and local government officials at the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new Benchmark 
School Innovation Lab in March. The Innovation 
Lab, opening in fall 2018, will be a state-of-the-art 
learning environment, designed to foster skills in 
critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
creative problem solving and leadership.  •  4: Three 
of Benchmark’s Lower School classes traveled to 
Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Theatre to see The 
Musical Adventures of Flat Stanley Jr. in the spring. 
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The Beth Coltman  
Scholar Award
The Coltman Family Foundation

The Joey Pozzuolo 
Memorial Scholarship
Joseph & Sharyn Pozzuolo

The Peter B. Deakins 
Memorial Fund
Susan T. Deakins

The Promising  
Scholars Fund
Wendi Chase & Jeralyn Svanda
Caren Lambert
Nicholas Romeo ’04
Anonymous

Benchmark is grateful for the vision 
of our donors who make gifts to our 
named funds to expand scholarship 
opportunities and enrich student life. 

NAMED FUNDS

GIFTS IN KIND

Kathy Bogosian
Michelle Bogosian
Joseph Caruso ’86
Carolyn Robbins

Gifts In Kind of goods and services 
extend Benchmark’s mission and 
strengthen our school. We are thankful 
to these donors for their generosity.

1: As part of their ongoing experimentation with the aquaponics system installed in their 
science classroom at Benchmark, 6th grade students visited Riverbend Environmental Center 
in April. Students learned more about Riverbend’s aquaponics system and how it addresses 
issues related to sustainability of the environment and food production.  •  2: The Peter B. 
Deakins Memorial Fund sponsored Family STEAM Night in the spring. Students and families 
enjoyed games, puzzles, and activities that focused on Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math.  •  3: The middle school musical production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 
delighted audiences just before the end of the school year.  •  4: Benchmark launched the 
school year with a professional inservice session led by John Spencer, author of “Launch” 
and creator of “The LAUNCH Cycle,” a design thinking framework for students.  By focusing 
on inquiry-based learning and design thinking, staff explored various ways to encourage 
student curiosity, problem solving, creativity, and risk-taking in the classroom.  •  5: Lower 
school students practiced innovation and collaboration to create custom lunch boxes for a 
partner during Benchmark’s “Design Day.”  •  6: Benchmark teachers Laurie Veacock and 
Marianne Smith led Ukulele Club, a popular after-school activity for 5th-8th grade students.  
•  7: 8th grade students toured New York City for a day to focus on the experience of 
immigrants at the turn of the 20th century. The day included stops at the Statue of Liberty, 
Ellis Island, Wall Street, the 9/11 Memorial, the Tenement Museum, and dinner at Planet 
Hollywood in Times Square.
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GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

James B. Bemis ’86
Charles & Betsy Bemis

Melinda C. Biddle
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac H. Clothier IV

Jay Blum
Leslie Rogers Blum

Robert Blum
The Blum Family

Margaret Brogan
John C. Brogan

Ellen Chan
John & Lisa Dombroski
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins
Roni Giberson &  
     Jonathan Golding
William & Lynn Gonzalez 

Mark Dombroski
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Marie Doohan
Teresa & Fred Watton

Theresa Fala
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Richard C. Gaskins, Sr.
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins 
Irene W. Gaskins-Collins

Barbara Shore Hastings
Rick & Jeana Bradt
Barbara Costa
Dave & Betty Fish
Karen Graff
Jane M. Hastings
Morton & Susan Howard
Lisa MacLaren
John & Donna Vassallo

Jack M. Jaffe
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Emily Kowalski
Robert & Mary Beth Kowalski 

Alice Lamotta
Anna Everetts

Joan Maloney
Dolores Kowalski
Rob & Mary Beth Kowalski
Michael Maloney

Mary Daly MacFarland & her 
daughter Elizabeth A. Wilson
The Mary Daly MacFarland  
     Foundation

Dotty Reed
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Gregory Seamon
Adam C. Bonin
Donald Gosnay
The Hon. Frederica A.  
     Massiah-Jackson
Amy T. Petersen
David Trevaskis
Anonymous

Benchmark School is deeply appreciative of gifts given by our donors in memory of friends and loved ones. It is our privilege to 
remember the individuals listed in bold type.

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Andrew & Jayson Blum
David Williams

Liza Kurtz Bragin ’93
Barbara & Al Kurtz

Abbey Breslin
Marlene Hampton

James A. Bruder, Jr.
Kathleen & Tom Bruder	

Nicolena Carsello
Mario Carsello

Ed Chan
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Sherry Cress
Melinda Rahm

Betsy Cunicelli
Stephen T. Chase ’06

Rachel Dellheim ’93
Ernest & Jane Dellheim 

Christopher Ellison
Bruce & Mary Wilson

Megan Fiss
Mark & Marissa Fiss 

The Gaskins Family
The Cosgrove Family

Robert W. Gaskins
Irene W. Gaskins-Collins
Kenneth & Kari Kurtz
Leroy D. Nunery II, Ed.D.
Nuriye Uygur & Josh Petersohn

Irene W. Gaskins-Collins
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins
Craig W. Stevens

Irene W. Gaskins-Collins  
     & Family
Jim & Ginny Russell

Seamus Glavin ’12
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice D. Glavin

Lynn Gonzalez
Megan Craven

Jon Green ’85
Nettie & Sterling Green

 

Davis Hovey ’08
Virginia & Charles Tuttle

Chelsea Iobst ’01
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Iobst

Emily Kimelman ’93
Henry L. Kimelman Family  
     Foundation

Annie Logan ’18
Kathleen Logan

Jeremy I. Lorenz ’87
J. Dirk & Marian B. Lorenz

Kate McAllister
Benchmark Parents  
     Association	

Michael McNulty
Barry McAndrews

Tamar Reisner-Stehman ’09
Drs. Susan Stehman &  
     Ilana Reisner

Barbara B. Rogers
Suzanne B. Perot

Janice Sands
Timothy & Laurie Veacock

Ashley Schnyder
Anthony & Maria A. Martin

Michael Schwartz ’10
Michel & Dean Schwartz

Benjamin Seligsohn ’09
Phyllis & Sheldon Seligsohn

Judy Sennett
Stephen T. Chase ’06
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Maloney ’04

Cameron & Casey Shields
Mary R. Foster	

William Veale
Bill Williams

John (Jackie) Waldman
Mr. & Mrs. William Waldman

Robin Watson
The Handwerk Family

Paul & Michael Ziegler
Carol Ann Wolfington

Some of the gifts listed here were given to celebrate a birthday, some were given to show appreciation, and some were to 
celebrate a student’s accomplishments. All were given to transform futures and empower success. Benchmark joins with our 
donors in celebrating these honorees listed in bold type.



THE EDUCATIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT (EITC) AND 
OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP 
(OSTC) TAX CREDIT
The Benchmark community greatly appreciates the support of the companies 
listed below who gave $523,585 to Benchmark’s Scholarship Fund through 
Pennsylvania’s EITC and OSTC programs. These programs allow businesses 
to receive up to a 90% tax credit in exchange for their gifts to Benchmark. 
Over the past 18 years, more than $2.8 million in tuition assistance has been 
distributed to Benchmark families through these programs. For additional 
information or assistance in participating in either the EITC or OSTC Program, 
please contact Louisa Hanshew, Director of Development at 610-565-3741, 
ext. 150, or LouisaHanshew@BenchmarkSchool.org.

AJO, LP

BHC Holdings, Inc.

The Bryn Mawr Trust Company 

Business Leadership Organized for Catholic Schools—BLOCS
     Made possible by Michael & Kelly Perillo and Ken & Sheri Resnik

Central Pennsylvania Scholarship Fund
     Made possible by Michael & Nancy Pia 

The Glenmede Corporation

HSC Builders & Construction Managers
     Made possible by the Viner Family

Huff United
     Made possible by the Sullivan Family

Pennsylvania EITC/OSTC Scholarship #2, LLC
     Made possible by Chris Lilley 

Philadelphia Insurance Companies

Pro-Tech Floors 
     Made possible by Bob Himmelreich

Ryan Advisory Services
     Made possible by Charles Ryan

Silverback Educational Foundation for the Arts, Dance & Athletics
     Made possible by the Steven C. Graham Family

Spivack & Spivack, LLC
     Made possible by Ken & Tracy Spivack

UCTC of Los Angeles County, Inc. 

UHS of Pennsylvania, Inc. 

Utica National Insurance Group 

Veterans Financial, Inc. 
     Made possible by Brian Newmark & Emily Schwarz Newmark

Pennsylvania Educational Improvement (EITC)  
and Pennsylvania Opportunity Scholarship (OSTC)  
Tax Credit Program Participants: 

1: A panel of alumni joined soon-to-be-graduates 
and their parents at Benchmark’s annual 30 Days 
Out Breakfast in May.  •  2: Ruth Kelemen’s 6th grade 
science class enhanced their study of scientific 
observation and the scientific method by studying 
how the properties of gummy bears changed after 
being submerged in various liquids.  •  3: Due to 
overwhelming interest, Benchmark’s Robotics Club 
expanded to include options for both beginners and 
more experienced coders. The club utilizes Lego 
Mindstorm Robots (utilizing EV3 bricks) and Dash 
and Dot robots to teach students to design, build, 
and program robots using code.  •  4: Benchmark 
celebrated its newest community-building initiative 
—a House Community system—with an all-school 
picnic in September. Each student was placed into 
either the House of Learners, House of Thinkers or 
House of Problem-Solvers. These groups worked, 
played, and served together throughout the year, 
providing opportunities for students of various ages 
to interact and build friendships.

 1

 2

 3

 4



SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE  
WITH THE

Benchmark School’s tuition is a significant investment. We manage our budget carefully and take pride in being good stewards 
of our community’s investment in our success. And yet, to maintain our exceptional instructional program, we cannot rely 
on tuition dollars alone. The Benchmark Fund is a critical component of the school’s financial well-being, providing support 
for every student and faculty member every day. It ensures the success of new initiatives and eases demand on the yearly 
budget, enabling flexible planning, professional development, cutting-edge technology, top-notch facilities, and much more. 
Listed below are several ways that you can give to the Benchmark Fund and influence the lives of our students in a significant 
and enduring way. All donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

•	 Gifts of Cash: You may choose to make your gift by cash, check, or credit card. You may use the enclosed envelope 
to make your gift or donate online through our secure website: BenchmarkSchool.org/giving.

•	 Gifts of Appreciated Securities: Gifts of appreciated securities may offer you tax advantages. Donors may 
work through their stockbroker or banker, giving instructions for the securities to be transferred to: Benchmark 
School/Account # 3240-2257 Charles Schwab, DTC #0164, Code 40. Please contact Louisa Hanshew, Director of 
Development, at 610-565-3741, ext. 150, or LouisaHanshew@BenchmarkSchool.org to notify her of your gift.

•	 United Way Donor Choice: If you participate in the United Way Campaign, please consider using the Donor Choice 
Option to designate your donation to: Benchmark School, 2107 N. Providence Rd, Media, PA 19063 (UWSEPA Code: 
1994; EIN 23-1728895).

•	 Pledges: Pledges may allow a donor to make a larger commitment than an outright cash gift and are payable by 
June 30, 2019.

•	 Matching Gifts: Many corporations and foundations double or triple their employees’ contributions and many include 
spouses in their programs. Ask your company about matching gifts.  

For more information about how you can fund excellence at Benchmark School, please visit BenchmarkSchool.org/giving 
or contact Louisa Hanshew, Director of Development, at 610-565-3741, ext. 150, or LouisaHanshew@BenchmarkSchool.org. 





We are
Believers

The Benchmark Parents Association (BPA) works with the 
school’s faculty and staff to enrich student experiences, 
provides support to the school as needed, and builds a 
stronger Benchmark community. Their dedication and 
generosity are key factors in making Benchmark an 
exceptional school for our students.

“ Benchmark has been a life-changing 
experience for my family. We are so grateful 
not only for our son’s amazing education 
and his growing sense of self, but also for 
providing my family a safe and accepting 
place after wondering, questioning, 
stressing, and doubting ourselves for so 
long. Giving back to Benchmark is my way 
of saying thank you.

“

— Suzanne Heckendorn
    BPA President & Parent of Otto



President
Suzanne Heckendorn

Vice President
Kristin Yerger

Treasurers
Kate McAllister
Michelle Bogosian 

Secretary
Robin Watson

All-Teacher Holiday Luncheon
Elana Honig
Kate McAllister

Art Goes to School
Elana Honig
Robin Watson
Jennifer Kerbeck

Back-to-School Hospitality
Dolly Baumann
Jennifer Scirrotto

Book Fair
Suzanne Heckendorn
Robin Watson

Children’s Programs
Michele Breslin
Kate McAllister
Elana Honig

Grandparent & Special Guest Morning
Michelle Bogosian
Kate Horn

Ice Cream Social
Kelly Perillo

Library Coordinator
Marcia Niznan

Lunch Program
Suzanne Heckendorn
Kristin Yerger

Middle School Musical
Elana Honig
Liz Hadley

Middle School Sock Hop & Semi-Formal 
Karen Hofmann
Kate McAllister
Tara Logan

New Parent Coordinators (Lower School)
Kristin Yerger
Kate Horn

New Parent Coordinators (Middle School)
Michelle Bogosian
Jennifer Scirrotto

Rebate Coordinators
Kate McAllister
Kate Horn

Social Activities
Karen Hofmann
Jennifer Kerbeck

Spiritwear
Jennifer Kerbeck

Spring Social
Suzanne Heckendorn
Robin Watson
Michelle Bogosian
Kristin Yerger

Staff Appreciation Week
Kelly Perillo
Michele Breslin
Liz Blum

Visiting Author
Robin Watson
Kate McAllister

The support of the Benchmark Parents Association (BPA) is critical to providing our students with many outstanding 
experiences that enrich their school life. The BPA sponsors a variety of activities, services, and events during the year such 
as the Ice Cream Social, Visiting Author presentations, the Scholastic Book Fair, and of course their signature event, the 
BPA Spring Social & Auction. Many thanks to BPA President Suzanne Heckendorn, the BPA Committee Chairs, and all of our 
parents for their dedication to Benchmark, commitment to our students, and support of our mission.  

2017-2018 BENCHMARK PARENTS ASSOCIATION

2017-2018 BPA Committee Chairs

At the BPA’s final meeting of the year, BPA President Suzanne Heckendorn (right) and Vice President Kristin Yerger (left) presented Kate McAllister (center) with the inaugural “Kate 
McAllister Volunteer of the Year Award” for the countless ways Kate has contributed to the Benchmark Parents Association over the years. The Kate McAllister Volunteer of the Year 
Award will be an annual recognition of an exceptional Benchmark volunteer that will also include a donation from the BPA to the Benchmark Children’s Fund made in his or her name.



Entertainment Sponsors
Robb & Jennifer Gaskins

Casino Table Sponsors
Larry & Jennifer Paolella

Printing Sponsors
The Bogosian Family
The Camera Shop

Wine Donation
Joseph Caruso & Lexi Quinn  
The Focus Foundation

Signature Cocktail Sponsor
Robin & Kimberlee Orth

Food Sponsors
Matt & Suzanne Heckendorn

Dessert Sponsors
Michael Semerjian & Patti Karolyi

Centerpieces Sponsor
Jennifer & Bobby Benedix

Silver Sponsors
Janine Barsoum
David & Kate Black
Rick & Lisa Bonvicini
Sara & Ed Connolly
Kate & Mark McAllister
Paul McGovern & Janet Audrain-McGovern
William & Joanna Merriam
Anthony & Mary Beth Pante
Michael Parker & Daphne Hawkins-Parker
Andy & Robin Watson
John & Susanne Wherry

Bronze Sponsors
Jon & Jessica Erlbaum
Angela Bradbury & Bill Schweikert
Stephanie & Dan Lanchoney
Alyssa Levensten
Victoria & Brian Smith
Phillip & Joanna Solomon
Chad & Elizabeth Vandiver

Faculty Sponsors
Kristin Becket 
Dolly & Bill Baumann
Linda Czachor
Angela & Greg Furtaw
Irene W. Gaskins-Collins
Rachel Gerrity
William & Lynn Gonzalez
Elana Honig
Liz & Garrett Hadley
Louisa Hanshew
Gretchen Larsen
Adam Lemisch
Howard Marcus
Marissa Schnelle
Lisa Schreiber
Steve & Gina Szathmary
Sara Whitehead

2018 Spring Social Sponsors

1: Benchmark hits the ice! Students and families enjoyed a BPA-sponsored night at a 
Philadelphia Flyers game in November.  •  2: Nearly 200 guests visited Benchmark during 
Grandparent & Special Guest Day in April. BPA volunteers make the morning extra special 
by providing refreshments and decorations in the Clemens Family Lobby.  •  3: The Annual 
BPA Ice Cream Social always kicks off the school year with friends, fun, and of course, ice 
cream!  •  4: “Ball in the House,” a nationally touring a cappella group brought down the 
house during their performance at the school, sponsored by the BPA. The group is committed 
to being good stewards of respect, positivity, and teamwork through a cappella music.  •  5: 
Benchmark parents took a chance on—and won—a fun evening out  at “Denim & Diamonds 
Casino Night,” the annual BPA Spring Social & Auction in March. Held at the Springhaven Club 
in Wallingford, the evening featured casino games, silent and live auctions, and a relaxed, 
festive atmosphere.  •  6: Every fall, volunteers transform the Clemens Lobby of the A. Palmer 
West Performing Arts Center into a book lover’s dream at the annual BPA Book Fair. The book 
fair allows students to nurture their excitement for reading while also raising funds for the 
school library.
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We are
the Future

United Way Gifts Benefit Every Benchmark  
Student Every Day!

A tax-deductible gift to Benchmark School through the 
United Way Campaign allows Benchmark to continue 
its commitment to help bright students who have yet to 
reach their academic potential become confident and 
strategic thinkers, learners, and problem solvers who 
meet with success in school and life.

To participate, complete the Specific Care section of your 
United Way Donor Option Form with the following:

Benchmark School
2107 N. Providence Road, Media, PA 19063
Pennsylvania Code: 1994
Delaware Code: 4527
EIN: 23-1728895

Questions? Contact Louisa Hanshew at 610-565-3741,  
ext. 150 or LouisaHanshew@BenchmarkSchool.org.


